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THE T7 
of? 


LIBERTY. or THE PRESS. 


ERARD NOEL _ Ans, Eig. M. P. 
was unanimouſly called to the Char, when 
Den fee returned thanks for the honour 
upon him; aſſured the company, that 
er he "had not been previouſly appriſed of 
= diſtinction, yet that he was firmly 
devoted to N for whack they met. That 


: e bis hand. Nen pro heart, ba be * 
fully united to their exertions. [Yery loudly ap- 
; plank] 
Mr. Clifford followed, % the moſt fincere pro- 
feſſions of his attachment to the Freedom of the 
Preſs. He explained, in ſome degree, the pur- 
poſes of the Meeting, and read the * Re- 
ſolutions which had been prepared. 
iſt, That the Liberty of the Preſs 1 is a Right 
2 inſeparable from the principles of a free Govern- 
ment, and eſſential to the ſecurity of the Britin 
Conſtitution. Wo 
- 29. © That this Liberty conſiſts i in the free 
Diſcuſſion and examination of the Principles of 
Civil Government, and of all matters of Public 
Opinion. 
zd. That no Writing ought to be confidered 
as a Public Libel, and made the ſubject of Cri- 
minal Proſecution, unleſs ſuch Writing ſhall ap- 
pear to be publiſhed with a deſign to excite the 
> People 


Tat 


People to reſiſt the Civil Magiſtrate, or b obfirutt | 
the execution of the exiſting Laws. 
_ 4th, “ That ſuch Publications may become 
 propet objects of Proſecution; and that the Exe- 
cutive Government 1s entruſted with Power — 

ſufficient for that purpoſe. EE 
th. © That we have therefore ſeen with un- 
5 eaſineſs and alarm, the formation of certain So- 
cieties, which, under the pretence of ſupporting 
che Executive Magiſtrate, and defending the 
Government againſt Sedition, have held out ge- 
neral Terrors, againſt the circulation of writings, 
»hich, without deſcribing them, they term Sedi- 
tious, and entered into Subſcri tions for ' the 
maintenance of Proſecutions” ink them: a pro- 
alt doubrful as to its Legality, Unconſtitu- 
tional in its Principle, Oppreſſtve in its Operation, 
ne Deſtructive of the Libetty of the Prefs. 5 
6th. ©** That ſuch Aſſociations have appeared to 
- vs the more exceptionable, from an attentive ob- 
ſervation of their Proceedings; whilſt mutually 
- binding" and engaging” themſelves ro enforce the 
Execution of the Laws againſt Seditious Libels, 
they have themſelves produced and circulated 
Publications containing Doctrines long ſince ex- 
loded, and which, if admitted, would prove the 
Revdlutien to have been an act "of Rebellion, and 
the Title of the reigning Family to the Throne 
of 3 8 Kingdoms founded f in Wen and in- 
juſtice. | 
7th. © That 2 lem of jealouſy and iy 
_ Coercion of the People, has been at all times dan- 
gerous to the ſtability of the Engliſh Government. 
Sch. That anxious to preſerve the Public 
Peace as connected with Public Liberty, this 
Meeting conſiders it as an indiſpenſable duty to 
warn cir Fellow Subjects againft all Proceed- 
ings which appear to be inconſiſtent with either — 


on 


— —— — — 


E 


on whatever pretext they may be grou nded. - W. 
are therefore determined to oppoſe to the utmoſt 


of our power, every attempt to prejudice any part 


of the Conſtitution, to maintain that which ap- 


= ars to be its beſt Security, the Freedom of the 
refs; and to uſe our endeavours to counteract 


the effect of meafures, which ſeem calculated to 
fuppreſs that liberal Sentiment and manly Free- 
dom of Diſcuſſion, which form the Life abd Soul 


of the Britiſh Conſtitution. 


9th.“ That the Thanks of chis Meeting are 7 


een due to the Hon. Thomas Erſtine, for 
his Conftitutional Defence of the Freedom of 


Opinion and the Liberty of the Preſs in a late 


Trial; a Defence in which he diſplayed Ability, 


Independence, Zeal, and Eloquence, never ſur- 

paſſed on any former occaſion at the Engliſh Bar; 

though that Defence was made under circumftances 

of ſuch peculiar aN and embarraſſment, as 
P 


required his determined 


excite. 


3 Order of the Meeting, 1 
(Signed) Ge; ard Noel Edwards, Chairman.” 


The firſt Three KRefchuions appearing to 5 2 
_ declaratory of the eſſential principles on which 
this new and fpirited Society is founded, it may 


not be deemed unneceſſary, for the ſake of illuſ⸗ 
tration, to preſent them here verbatim. 


They were carried unanimouſly. When the 1 8 


E was put on the Fourth, 


Mr. G. Rous roſe, not only to front the mo- 


tion, but to urge and exphain the political neceſ- 


ſity which had produced the meeting, rumours 


had been induſtriouſſy propagated, that the late 


ſudden change of opinion among a numerous claſs 


of 


irit and unſhaken forti- 
tude to overcome, and though he had to encoun- 


ter every preucnce” which Art and Indus try could 
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df Society menaced the overthrow of Govern- 
ment; that the new doctrines, unleſs checked and 
Suppreſſed by the arm of Power, would be ulti- 
mately productive of Anarchy and confuſion ; and 


that, from a variety of concurrent circumſtances, 


which no man could yet explain, the Liberties 
and Conſtitution of the Country were endangered. 
The Miniſtry, affecting terror and diſmay, ſound- 
ed the alarm to the moſt remote parts of the 
kingdom; and their partiſans were actively em- 


ployed in giving eſſect to the ſcene, by the eſta- 
bliſhment of Societies, deſtructive of the very 


principles which they pretended to maintain. If 

the tremendous Aſſociations were the friends of 
true Liberty, they would not by illegal means at- 
tempt to overturn the Freedom of the Preſs the 


Palladium of our Conſtitution. To curb and 


controul the progreſs of knowledge to denounce 


all men who differ from them to fetter the Preſs, 
the happy organ of our Liberty, from which we 


had derived fo many bleffings, appeared to him the 
ken ee It muſt be a weak Go- 


vernment indec 


* 


a candid inveſtigatiog. Some Gentlemen, who 


poſſeſſe d the exerciſe d Government, ſeemed to 
think that the whole art conſiſted in deception 


and myſtery ; that the people ought to be kept 
in impenetrable darkneſs, and that they wanted a 
ſufficient portion of intellect to form a judgment 
of the juggling ſyſtem of State Policy. Thus. the 
People were to continue in ignorance, becauſe the 
intereſt of the Governors was inevitably hoſtile to 


the knowledge of the Governed. EE 
A Mr. Tkelwa!l, whoſe oratory is well known 


at Coachmakers' Hall, and other places of public 


debate, reprobated with much vehemence the 
dangerous conduct of thoſe Aﬀociations, who 
came precipitately forward to ſupport the allega- 

+ 8 | tem 


17 1 


tions of the exiſting powers right or wrong. T 
confirm this aſſertion, he related a fact: One of 
his friends had been collared, impriſoned, and 
taken before a Magiſtrate, by a Common Coun- 
cilman, becauſe he had the treaſonable auda- 
city to affirm, That the People of England were not 
properly repreſented ! This was the utmoſt extent 
of his crime, for which he was forced to ſign a 
paper preſented to him, and of which paper his 
erſecutors made afterwards a very improper uſe, 
„ ar advertiſement in the newſpapers, de- 
| + Cclaratory of ſentiments diametrically oppoſite to 
=D ; ___—_—_— ER. 
A Mr. Palmer endeavoured to expoſe the dan- 
gerous conſequences of the perſecutions now al 
lauded to. Mr. Baxter, his friend, having with 
more boldneſs than prudence, mentioned, at a 
public meeting in the veſtry or Shoreditch, that 
he could not ſee any of the Republicans and Le- 
vellers, who had created the late wonderful alarms; 
and that he did not believe any fuch men ex- 
iſted;“ was furiouſly attacked by upwards of a 
_ dozen of men, beat and trampled upon, and com- 
mitted to priſon for High Treaſon! Finding nexe 
day, before the Public Magiſtrate in Worſhip- 
ſtreet, that they could not proſecute the ſuppoſ 
offender for High Treaſon, they accuſed him of 
a Libel! Here again their ground being unten- 
able, they inſtituted a proſecution againſt him, 
for & Riot and Inſurrection! So that this poor 
man, who was ſcarcely three fect and a half 
| bigh, was to be proſecuted for having alone been 
2 guilty of a Riot and Inſurrection amongſt an aſ- 
emblage which conſiſted of three hundred per- 
ſons. This formed part of the wonders of the 
day, and deſerved public animadverſion. 8 
A long verbal criticiſm enſued between Mr. 
O'Brien, Mr. Rous, Mr. Couttenay, M. P. Mr. 
Grey ® 
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| Gaey, M.P. Major Maitland, M. P. Mr. Clifford, 


Ms. Tiernay, and many other Gentlemen, when 


the * nol which had been originally pro- 


| poſed, alter ſome flight akerations, were carried . 
unanimouſly. 


- Major-Maitland, TEE a forcible manner, recom- 
— to the Meeting a Motion of Thanks to 


- the Hon. Thomas. Erikine, for his uncommon 
exertions at the late Trial of the Author of che 
Rights of Man. 


A converſation followed. on the propriety, at 


this time, of making the moſt diſtant mention of 
2 the work called The Rights of Man. 


Mr. OæBrien ohjected, becauſe, althoug h he 


2 knew. the intention of the Hon. Mover Was to 


ſent fimply the Thanks of the Society to his 


pre 

| — Friend, for his wonderful exertions in 
defance of the Liberty of the Preſs; yet he appre- 
_ ended, in. theſe times of Miſrepreſentation and 


Accuſation, that the. Vote of. Thanks thus word- 


ed, might imply. their approbation. of the whole 


Doctrines contained in the Book. He had no 


intention to diſcuſs the. Merits or Demerits of the 
Rights of Man at this particular period; but 
; — to ſubmit to Major Maitland and the 
_ Meet "FOE 
might nat be attained by the omiſſion of the ex- 
ceptionable words. Such an alteration would 


ng; whether the fall c2 extent of their wiſhes 


defy the utmoſt efforts of calumny. EE 
Mr. Gerald thought it was abſurd to praiſe ] Mr. 5 


Erſkine” Defence, and at the ſame time to den- ; 


fure his Client's Political Doctrines. If they ap- 


proved at all of Mr. Erſkine's conduct, they muſt 
conſec ntly approve of that which he had de- 


It was impoſſible to ſeparate the Doc- 


trines from the Defence. He therefore oppoſed 
the alteration, 


The Roſoboyo, e. by the igen of 


5 4 1 


che Auchor 8 Name, and the Title of. the Book, 
Was carried - Mr. Rous, Mr. Pigott, and other 
Gentlemen, having convinced the Meeting, that 
Mr. Erfkine had not attempted to defend or con- 
demn any part of the Work, hut merely the Li- 
berty of the Preſs, fo far as related to the Right 
which an Author had to publiſh his. ſentiments | 


on Government. 


Mr. Erſkine, cher the Reſolution was paſſed, 85 


Os delivered a very animated _ to nearly this 


effect: 
« It is impoſlible, Mr. Chairman, that 1 can 
ſufficiently expreſs my gratitude for the honour 
_ conferred upon me this day. — My feelings are too 
ſtrongly agitated to permit my performance of 
this taſk, adequate to the merits of the Meeting. 
Suffice it to ſay, that the Vote of this reſpecta- 
ble Aﬀembly, among whom I have the pleaſure 


ol diſcovering Men of the greateſt eminence for 


Talents and Virtues, is already engraven on my 


HAcart, and will be ſurrendered only with my life. 


5 Slegder are my Abilities; but ſuch as they are, 
they have been devoted to the Services of my 
Fellow Subiects; and J aſſure you, that the Par- 
tiality which I now experience, tends very much 

to eratify that landable Ambition which is the 
lource of every Excellence. —I fincerely congra- 
tulate my Country on the moderation and manly 
firmnels ot this Meeting. —I augur well of its true 
Conſtitutional principles; and rejoice in the be- 
lief, that the moſt remote corners of the kingdom 
will ultimately feel its happy effects. It corrobo- 
rates an opinion which I have always entertained, 
that vile calumny agaimt the virtuous part of the 
human ſpecics v iil produce a greater portion of 
activity and vigour to refit its baneful operations. 
The Defence of our Rights and Liberties is nor 
te: Zun; ard feeble exertions Mal! not he want 
B | ing 


- » 
-_ 
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ing in the glorious ſtruggle. In ſtanding thus 
boidly forward in the hour of danger, we diſcharge 
dur duty to Society; and it may afford the great- 
eſt conſolation to reflect, that when our Enemies 
and Calumniators are buried in contemptuous o- 
blivion, our Patriotic Efforts will be tranſmitted 
to Poſterity with the moſt enviable praiſe—Believ- 
ing as I do in my conſcience, that the purpoſes of 
this Meeting are of the moſt laudable nature, I 
ſhall be exceedingly ſorry if the bitter tongue of 
Malignity wickedly pervert our defigns. In the 
Trial of Paine, a verdict has already been given; 
therefore it would be very improper to ſtate ſenti- 
ments inimical to the Rights of Britiſh Jurors, 
Bur a final 2 has not yet been given. It 
conſequently {till remains with Mr. Paine to apply 
for an Arreſt of Judgment, or a Reviſion of the 
Caſe. Either I, or {ome other perſon, may ap- : 
pear in his behalf, with ample powers, to appeal 
to the Lords by a Writ of Error. Thus the 
judges may be obliged to determine the nature of 
the offence commuted by the ſuppoſed Delin- 
quent; and the Rights of the Subject more fully 
aſcertained. I do not affirm, that this mode is in 
contemplation; but merely to maintain, that the 
Author of the Rights of Man may adopt it if he 
8. FVVVVolIl 8 
In defending M.. Paine, I neither ſupported 
nor ſurrendered the opinions which he had advan- 


ced in his Work. I pleaded his cauſe in the very | 


manner which Mr. Paine himſelf muſt have 
_ Choſen, had he appeared as his own Advocate. 1 
ſummoned all my ſtrength; and am proud that 
my exertions in the conflict have been crowned 
with your ineſtimable approbation.—Every means 
were uſed to diſſuade and to intimidate me from 
the arduous taſk ; but I was. reſolved to combat 
every oppoſition. * The political ng. 
8 | Which 


which diſtracted every claſs of Society— the im- 


placable hatred induſtriouſly excited againſt every 


man, who nobly dared to think for himſelf— the 

retended fears and jealouſies of thoſe, who de- 
light to annoy the Public. all conſpired againſt 
the intereſt of my Client. When I look back, 
and ſeriouſly reflect on what has happened within 


the laſt ſeven months, the alteration appears to me 
more like a ſhocking prodigy than any natural 
change in human affairs. It was ſtrange, paſſing 


rather to irritate than to appeaſe. I have always 
underſtood it aa an eftabhſhed maxim, that a man 
is not permitted to flander a private character. 
This is deemed a wanton outrage of Society. The 
reaſon is obvious; becauſe if a man in his private 

capacity commit a breach of order, the Law is 

fully adequate to his puniſhment. But it is my 
opinion, ſupported by the firſt Authority, that an 


Author may advance Politieal Opinions, and ſpe- 


was conſtantly directed > the whim, caprice, or 
zut the Law is now very 


ſtrange! And the exertions of Government tend 


culate upon Public Meaſures, becauſe his Writ- 


ings are addreffed to the People, who are ſuppoſ-_ 

ed to be capable of deciding on the Truth or 
Falſity of the Doctrines. In reviewing the pro- 
greſs of Liberty, it will be found, that when the 
Star Chamber was aboliſhed, the Judges arrogated 
to themſelves the ſole Right of determining, in 
the caſes of Libels, both the Law and Fact. The 


puniſhment alſo remained for them ro pronounce, 
which, as on all ſuch exerciſe of arbitrary Power, 


. 


paſſion of the moment. 


| happily changed; and the Rights of Jurors are 


fully recognized, by giv them the Conſtituti- 
onal Powers preſcribed in the late Bill. Theſe al- 


terations, with a variety of others which I could 

recapitulate, prove the abſurdity of my Learned 

Friend, Mr. — declaration— 
2 Th 


That 


I rr * 
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_ ence in 
alterations alluded to, that the Conſtuution is now = 
one year old only! Notwithſtanding the torrent of 
_ abuſe againſt Reformers, it is. an incontrovertible 
truth recorded in dmoſt 
that the Conſtitution, ſince its origin, has receiv- 
ed man ſalatary amendments, which greatly added 


cn} 


e That the Conſtitution had continued to exiſt 
ulimpaired and unaltered, from all Eternity!“ 


implying, at the ſame time, that it had an exiſt. 
in Chaos. But it is evident, including the 


every page of Hiſtory, 


to its vigour and ſtability. I have been now thank 


ed by this very honourable Society for what I be- 
fore aſſerted was the diſc 


harge of my duty. Being 


the cauſe of the People as much as that of an 
n 1 thought be been d. 


graceful and ES. on my part, to have a- 
bandoned it. From the People I have experien- . 
ced many acts of partiality —bave been cheriſhed 
and elevated to my preſent eminence—have receiv-- 
ed from them that affluence which I now enjoy. It 


is therefore indiſpenſibly requifite that I ſhould . 


embrace every opportunity of demonſtrating how 
highly I prize their friendfhip. When 1 e-- 
merged from the obſcure ſituation of a Half-pay 
Lieutenant in the Army, ſtruggling with-diſtreſs 
and difficulties which 1 believe it no crime to 
have encountered, I was aſtoniſhed at the legal 


Opinions concerning the Doctrine of Libels.—-1 


thought it very ſtrange that the moſt unlimited 


power was entruſted to the Judges; and that the. 
Jury was rendered totally uſeleſs. The late Lord X 


Achburnham, than whom no man poſſeſſed more 
legal knowledge, or acuteneſs, agreed with me as 
do this Violation of the Spirit of the Conſtitution; 
but the other Gentlemen of the Bar, although 


they might perhaps equally diſcern the uſurpation 
of the Judges, t = that the difficulty of re- 


_ cognizing the Power of the Jury was inſurmount - 
F 3 -  _ 


11 
able. The greater the Op ſition, the more glo- 


rious appeared to me the Victory. I entered the | 


Liſt, therefore, againſt the Judges, determined 


to aroule the Jury to a ſenſe of their Nights. But 
when I addreſſed mylelf to the Jury, in the caſe 
of the Dean of St. Aſaph and others, I was 
laughed at, and cenſured for my temerity. For- 
merly, it was neceſfary to find a Perſon Guilty of 


Printing only.— The eſtabliſhment of this Fact 


conſgned the poor Victim to the Judges, from 


whom there was no 
by a N of 


more di 


peal. I was not ſubdued 


aged in the conflict, my.exertions were leſs ne- 


cetlary. I lay on my cats, waiting for the mo. 
ment of victory, when I miglu, without prefump- 
tion, claim ſome trifling honours: recollecting 


the lines of the Poet. -— 


„ Say, ſhall my little Bark attendant ſail--- 
* Purſue the Triumph, and partake the gale? - 
| The Bill paſſed che Commons, and at laſt re- 

ceived the lanction of the Lords, ſome of whom 

however were hoſtile to it; 1 ſhall pada 


* 


eats. As the taſk became 
ifticult, my energy expanded. I returned 
again and again te the Charge, convinced, that 
be who has achieved-a glonous Victory, muſt 
| have often ſuſtained diſappointment and defeat. 
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My perſeverance and fortitude were at laſt ſuc- - 
| _ ceſsful. The uſurpation of the Judges became 
more and more the ſubject of diſcuſhon among 
_ enlightened men. The eyes of the People were 
alſo opened, and they loudly demanded a redreſs 
ol their grievances. Mr. Fox, whoſe head and 
beart fo univerſally praiſed, was perſuaded to un- 
dertake the cauſe; and, without the aid of ſuch 
tranſcendant talents, I am convinced that I ſhould 
have till firuggled in vain. When Mr. Fox en- 
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the conduct and declaration of the venerable 
Earl Cambden. ' It ought to immortaliſe him. 
lt is,” faid his Lordſhip, © the eſtabliſhed 

Law of this Country, that were all the Judges of 
England to give their unanimous opinion upon a 
point of Law, the Jury have, nevertheleſs, an in- 
| herent right to determine for themfelves.” With 
regard to the cauſe of the preſent falfe alarms, if 

I am aſked, What an Infurrection is? I reply, I 


do not know. Does it mean a few boys diyerting 


_ themſelves with the planting. the Tree of Liberty | 


in Dundee? No. Then where is the Infurrec- 
tion? —or the Ghoſt of the Inſurrection, which 
bas fo much frightened, us? No Informers can 
bring it to light, no reward can conjure it up into 
gd ſtate of reality. I with I had recollected at the 
Trial an o Song, the application of which faith. 


mes was an Oli Human, who lived at Dundee. 


And ont of ber backſide there grew an Apple Free? 


Perhaps the good Lady, in pity to the prefent 
prin near — 2 — the dead, and 
been the cauſe of the dreadful alarms, by a Re- 
ſurrection, inſtead of an Inſurrection! If a man is 
to be calumniated when he delivers his opinion 

on public meaſures— if the progreſs of knowledge 

is to be checked there is an end to the Liberty 


of the Prefs, conſequently a mortal ſtab to the 


very eſſence of our Freedom. Sooner than con- 
ſent to this infringement, I would ſanction a 


Public Licenſer for the Preſs, who ſhould declare 


| Libel or No Libel, and then the Author would, 
in caſe of the former, fin with his Eyes open. 
I be iſſue of the Brain ought to be free as the if- 
ſue of the Womb. For, according to Milton, 

books are not abfolute dead things, but do con- 
=D | e 1 tain 


EN 


N tain a potency of life in them, to be a8 * 2 


that ſoul was, whoſe progeny they are; nay, they 
do preſerve as in a * pureſt efficacy and 
extraction of that living intellect that bred them.” 
If the preſent coercive meaſures continue, we 
chall all relapſe into ignorance and barbariſm. 


The time however, will I hope very ſoon come, 
when the People will look on this and on that fide - 
.. the icture, when they will impartially exa- 
mine all parties, and when the malignant men 
who now diſtract ſociety, will be diſſipated like 
inſeds before the Sun! I love the Briuſh Conſti- 


tution, but am convinced that it wants ſome re- 


Let us rub off ſome of the ſpecks which 


are diſagreeable to our eyes, and then look upon 


it again, when it will ſhine forth in all its true 
beauty and ſplendor. I rejoice in the vigour and 
good conduct of this Meeting. It ought to be 
continued; by which means we ſhall add ftrength 


to our deliberations, and ſerve the oppreied part 
of the People.” 


Mr. GEN moved, that the Meeting ſhould be 55 


5 adjourned to that day month —Ordered.. 


Upwards of 200 attended.---Among many 
other reſpectable — we diſcovered che 


| flowing: > 
| R. B. Sheridan, | Eſq. M. P. 
John Courtenay, Eq. M. P. 
Col. Macleod, M. 95 
W. Smith, 5 
Joſeph garden. 2 "Wh? 
D Godfrey, Eſq. — 
James Mackintoſh, Eſq. 
Dr. Gregory 
Ut. Genes 
| J. B. Hollis, Eſq. 
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